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71 the Pnpriettn of the Belfast MdgaziiK, 
GENTLEMEI^, 

TDiyNG a few evenings a<;o in 
-*-' company with a number of 
young men, whose principal pur- 
suits are of a mercantile naturp, I 
suggested to them the plan of form- 
ing a juvenile literary and philoso- 
phical Society, for the purpose of 
facilitating the acquirement of in- 
formation on various useful subjects 
in literature and science. 

I was surprised at the coolness 
with which the proposal was re- 
reived, knowing that most of them 
were young men of intelligent and 
active minds. Upon my pressing 
for a reason, one of the company 
stated it as his opinion, that an at- 
tachment to literature was incom- 
patible with the mercantile charac- 
ter. Surprised at the assertion, I 
combated the opinion with all my 
efforts, but failed in endeavouring 
to convince my opponent. 

It therefore occurred to me, that 
I would lay the matter before you, 
and beg leave to call upon such of 
your readers, as have an opinion on 
the subject, to come forward with 
any arguments they may possess on 
either side of the question ; — and let 
truth decide the matter. 

I request, therefore, with your 
permission, to propose the following 
question to the readers and writers 
of your magazine : — 

Is an attachment to literature and 
science incompatible with the mercuii- 
tile character T 
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To prevent misconception I would 
explain, that I do not mean an en- 
thusiastic and exclusive attachment, 
but one that is moderate, and reciir-. 
rihg to its object only at intervals. 
With regard to the mercantile cha- 
racter, I would be understood to 
allude to somethmg dbove the lovter, 
or even middle walks of trade; — e. ^. 
a general merchant, a respectable 
manufacturer, in short, any one who 
is received in society as a gentle- 
man, taking this word in it* most 
extensive sense. 

With the usmost respect, I <iin 
yours, 

Dublin. e. E. 

Our Correspondent, and all others, 
tvho may find themselves interested, in 
the important inquiry suggested by 
him, are rtferied to an essay on this 
subject, which appeared in this Maga- 
zine, in the 5th volume, pa<;e <J5, in 
the number for August, 1810. By 
this rrferencej^rit is by-no means design- 
ed to discourage additiowd attempts 
to promote tlte acquirement of a lite- 
rary taste among young people, as, 
in compliance with tlte wish of our 
correspondent, as well as from the im- 
portance of the subject, every facility 
will be given to publications, through 
tlie medium of our pages, tending to 
promote this beneficial end- 

Tpthe Proprietor » of the Belfatl Magazine. 

As the comparative cheapness of 
the diflergnt kinds of sugar, is 3 sub- 
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ject on vrbich various opinipds are en- 
t rtained, permit me, throijgh tTie 
nieiiium ol" your Magazine, t«i pub- 
lish some extracts fnmi a letter to 
theKditor of the Lomlon Monthly 
Magazine in the year 17!)!), which 
describes the comparative qualities 
of some kinds of sugar in a clear, 
toiicise manner. V. W. 

" CUGAR, as it is brought in its 
^ soft state from the West Indies, 
consists of four substances ; vvater, 
with which it is chargeil in no great 
degree ; diit, which is either soil or 
pulverised cane, which it contains 
in very large quantities ; and an 
oil, which when separated, is. called 
molasses or treacle. When brought 
from the ship, it is put into a warm 
stove, and when the water is evapo- 
ratcid it assumes a brighter appear- 
ance ; when <iry it is put in a mill 
which completely pulverises it, and 
improves the colour. I'liis sugar 
■which has all the dirt an<l all the mo- 
lasses in it, is move delicate to the 
eye, but neither more powerful, nor 
more delicate to the taste, than the 
raw sugar as; it comes fropi the West 
Jndies, 

''There is a species of ground su- 
gar, vulgarly called bastard sugar, 
much to be preferred to the other 
ground sugar ; it goes through the 
refining process, and although it has 
much molasses i|i it> has no dirt, so 
that, though a less delicate sweet than 
loaf-sugar, it is as powerful a one. 
Loai-sogar, completely refined, is cer- 
tainly both a delicate anil a p<iw- 
erful sweet, and if used with proper 
calculation, vTieupef than cumnion 
grouftd sugar." 

For the Belfast Monihli) Magazine. 

The following letters are originals, 
and as they are the productions of 
persons ef distinguished character. 



they may bt acceptable to the Pro- 
prietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

FROM WILLIAM PENN, TO A PERSON 
UNKNOWN. 

London, lOth ofQdMo. 1690. 
T^HOUCll nothing of an interest 
-*- of nty own was the reason of 
the ancient esteem I have had for 
thee, yet that only is the motive at 
this time to this freedom ; for being 
informed by J. Grunshaw, that some 
of 7Hy tetters to the late Duke of 
Buckingham* are in thy hands, and 
that thy wonted kindness to all of our 
cunimuuion has shewn itself in my 
regard, by collecting them apart, to 
prevent their falling under any im- 
proper notice, I thought myself 
obliged both to r«!turn my acknow- 
ledgments for that friendly caution, 
and to desire thee to let them follow 
him they were writ to, who can be 
no more known to the living : poor 
Gentleman ! I need not trust another 
hand than that which was unwilliixg 
any other should be trussed with 
them, but mv own. 1 know not 
what the circumstances of that)ime 
might draw from nie, but ii.y only 
business with liim ever was to make 
his superior (jMi/ili/ and settle useful to 
this poor kingdom, that he niii;ht 
not (lie under the guilt of mispeiiding 

* This is the Duke of Biickinghain, 
whpie cbiiraeter is so exquisitely portray> 
ed by Pope, in his moral essay on the 
abuse pf riches. After the " worst inn's 
worst room," has been so exactly descri- 
bed as almost to make the reader thmk be 
sees the <' flock-bed repaired with straw, th'e 
tape-tied curtains," and the contrast between 
the " taiydry yellow, and the dirty red," 
the chaiacter of this extravagant and pro- 
fligate Duke is thus summed up. 
f No wit to flatter, left of all his store t 
No fool to laugh at, which he valued more. 
There, victor ef his health, of fortune, 

friends, 
^d famef this lord of uteles* thousand! 

ends," 



